
(()) \\lINDOWS l;SED FC)R EXITING. Windows which arc installed for exit 
purposes shall comply with the requirements 0 f this subsection. 

(a) The window shall be openable from the inside without the use of tools or the 
removal of a sash. I f equipped with a storm or screen, it shall be openable from the inside. 

(h) 1. The nominal size of the net clear window opening shall be at least 20 inches by 
24 inches irrespective of height or width. Nominal dimensions shall be determined by 
rounding up fractions of inches if they arc 1/2-inch or greater or rounding down fractions of 
inches if they are less than 1/2-inch. 

2. No portion of the window, including stops. stools, meeting rails and operator anus, 
shall infringe on the required opening. 

(c) The area and dimension requirements of par. (b) may be infringed on by a storm 
wi ndow. 

(d) 1. For any window used for exiting, the lowest point of clear opening shall be no 
more than 60 inches above the floor. 

2. If the lowest point of clear opening is more than 46 inches above the floor., a 
permanent platform or fixture shall be installed such that a flat surface at least 20 inches 
wide and 9 inches deep is located no more than 46 inches directly below the clear opening. 

.3. The topmost surface of the platform or fixture shall be no more than 24 inches 
above the floor. 

4. The topmost surface of the platform or fixture shall support a live load of at least 
.2()() pounds . 

.5. :\ step used for the sole purpose of reaching the top of the platform or fixture is 
exempt from the requirements of s. Corum 21.04. 

(C) 1. An egress window with any point of clear opening below adjacent. grade shall 
he provided with an areaway in accordance with this section. 

J The width of the areaway shall be at least equal to the width of the window. 

3. The areaway shall be a minimum of 36 inches rneasured perpendicular from the 
outer surface of the below-grade wall. 

4. If the bottom of the areaway is more than 46 inches below adjacent grade or the top 
of the areaway enclosure, the areaway shall be provided with a ladder or at least one 
additional step to aid egress. Steps used to comply with this section arc exempt from the 
requirements of s. Cornm 21.04. 

5. Ladders or other steps used to comply with subd. 4. may infringe on the required 
area of the areaway bv a maximum of 6 inches. 

6. The areaway shall be constructed such that water entering the areaway does not 
enter the dwelling. 

Question: .Are there State-approved manufactured areaways 
requirements or are equivalent? 

that meet the LT[)C code 

Answer: Yes, to dale. nvo manufacturers have applied .for and been granted approvals 
[or egress window areaways that meet the intent of the code. Some 0.( these 
have "ledges or stepped terraces" that do not meet Comm 21.04 for stairs, but 
act us an aid to exiting The..v have been granted even when the wallfurthest 
awavfrom the house (which rna,r hove stepped ledges in it) (10 not measure 36'/ 
out [rom the house, 


