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Approved – Meeting Notes 

 
Town of Greenville 

Land Stewardship Committee 
Regular Mtg 

 
Tuesday, 26 April 2016 (5:00 pm) 

Greenville Town Hall 
 

Present:  Larry Bentle, Ellen Geisler (UW Extension-visitor), John Julius, Andy 
Peters, Rob Peterson (guest), Jim Resick, Pete Schroeder, Jeff Steinacker, Dave Tebo,  
 

1. Call to order.   5:00 pm 
2. Approval of 21 March mtg minutes.  Approved; 1st John J., 2nd Pete S. 

 
3. Old Business:  

a. AEA tax credit progress – Larry Bentle.   
• Tax credit application is at DATCP for review; expect response in 2-3 weeks.  

  
b. New committee membership.   

• Larry will work with Pete S. to recruit new committee members from the 
AEA landowners.   
 

 
4. New Business: 

a. Meet with Rob Peterson - Fox Cities Regional Partnership (FCRP). 
i.  Possibilities for interaction with our AEA to open up new 

opportunities. 
• Rob Peterson represents the FCRP, which has 3 full time personnel.  The 

Partnership is part of the Chamber of Commerce that represents the counties 
of Outagamie, Calumet and ½ of Winnebago County.   The Partnership works 
with local businesses to solve business specific issues to increase public 
awareness, productivity, profitability, etc.  All business interactions with the 
Partnership are kept private.  Could we extend the Partnership’s expertise to 
members of Greenville’s AG community to brainstorm AG related 
ideas/actions to promote Agribusiness? 

 
• Jeff Steinacker raised the question of how can we effectively educate non-

farmers and general public.  This is an important issue if AEA members 
desire future public support (local government representation, possible tax 
levies, etc.) to preserve agriculture in our Township.  Could the Partnership 
aid in an educational campaign to show/demonstrate what the AG workforce 
actually does?   
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o How can we initiate a program to educate via possible farm 
educational visits and through local schools concerning all is involved 
to make Agriculture work in our Township and how it is important to 
our community? 

o Rob said he could help connect us on how to choose an educational 
path.  For example, get the educators out first to the farms, then they 
will know how best to bring in the students and parents. 

o How can barriers be decreased for young folks to come into the area 
and become involved in Agribusiness in whatever form? 

o Fox Valley Tech’s expertise could be tapped into and partner with the 
FCRP. 

o UW Extension ‘s “Adventures in Dairyland” may be a prototype. 
o Is it possible to develop an “AG business incubator” in the area? 
o Yellowstone trail could also be promoted through the FCRP. 

   
 

b. Arrangements to have Doug Behnke present at next mtg (June 20th, 
5:30 pm) to discuss long-term agreements – Jim Resick 

• It was agreed to invite Doug Behnke to our 20 June meeting.  Doug farms in 
the Town of Bear Creek, Waupaca County and is Town Chairman.  Jim will 
invite Doug to our June 20th meeting discuss his experiences on balancing 
Farm Landowner-Town-County relationships and his knowledge of long-
term land preservation agreements. 

 
• Long-term agreements discussed may include:  Working Lands Program(s), 

tax levied and voluntary levied programs to preserve AG land.  It was 
mentioned that Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust is now willing to work with 
AG landowners.   Gathering Waters is another statewide organization that 
may be worth investigating.  

 
• It was further agreed that Dave T. invite Greenville Town Government 

personnel to our June 20th mtg hear Doug.  
 
• Jim provided Attachment 1 from his office regarding information concerning 

farm succession programs and to initiate some thoughts for landowners.   
 
 

c. Sub-website for the Land Stewardship Committee & AEA – something 
to consider? 

i. A place/site to post Committee activities and news. For 
example: photos of our AEA area, (e.g. Coreen Fallat 
information), tax credit instructions, other pertinent AG 
information, etc. 
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• Dave said that it would be possible to set up a directly accessible AEA sub-
website on the Township’s website specifically addressing AEA related news.  
Dave will research on what it takes to set this up.  

 
5.   Adjournment.  
• Motion to adjourn made at 6:30 by Pete S., 2nd by Dave T. 

 
 
To Do: 

• Jim Resick to make final arrangements to have Doug Behnke attend our 20 
June meeting. 

• Dave Tebo to invite Greenville Government personnel to attend our 20 June 
meeting.  Also to look into best way to have and easily accessible AEA sub-
website on the Town’s website for AEA photos, pertinent information, 
DATCP news, etc.  

• Larry Bentle to work with Pete Schroeder to attempt to recruit AEA 
landowners to become members of our committee.  

 
 
Our next meeting is on Monday, 20 June at 5:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






