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Town of Greenville 

 
Land Stewardship Committee 

Draft-Meeting Notes 
21 March 2016 

 
Next Meeting:  26 April 2016 at 5:00 pm 

 
Participants:  Jack Anderson, Larry Bentle, Erick Fowle, John Julius, Michelle Sargent 
(Steinacker) Pete Schroeder, Jim Resick, Dave Tebo. 
 
Attachments: 

(1) Michelle’s preparation notes for our 21 March 2016 mtg. 
(2) Greenville AEA map 
(3) Farmland Preservation application form 
(4) Instructions for Farmland Preservation Agreements 
(5) FAQs for Farmland Preservation Agreements within AEAs 
(6) Sample Farmland Preservation agreement between DATCP and owner 
(7) Example of soil test pricing (Rock River Labs) 

 
Meeting notes: 

1. Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:31 pm 
2. Approval of Feb 15th minutes.   

• Motion made to approve as written by Pete Schroeder, seconded by Dave 
Tebo.  Vote was to approve.  

 
3. Old Business:  

a. Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA) tax credit status – Michelle 
Sargent (Steinacker Farm, Inc.) 

b. AEA tax credit progress – Larry Bentle 
 

Michelle and Larry gave an update on the status of tax credits of AEA land (see 
Attachments 1-7 provided by Michelle).  In summary (Attachment 1) and in 
detail as  follows: 

• Michelle said tax credit has been approved for Steinacker land lying 
within our Greenville AEA (Attachment 2).  The DATCP web site has an 
interactive map (AEA overview & interactive map) to determine if the 
land in question is within an AEA area or not.  It must be within a DATCP 
certified AEA.  Tax credit is approved for a period of 15 years or for the 
number of years remaining as an AEA designation, whichever is the 
shorter period.   

• Michelle provided a tax credit application form (Attachment 3) and 
instructions (Attachment 4).  Also, provided are some frequently asked 
questions (Attachment 5). 

http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/AEA/index.aspx
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• A farm landowner can apply for and be approved for tax credits even if 
part of owned land lies within and part outside of the designated AEA.  
However, only acreage within the AEA is eligible for tax credit and the 
entire farm of the owner must comply with state soil and water 
conservation standards. 

• Once DATCP certifies the subject land is in compliance with the tax credit 
program, an agreement is signed/notarized between the landowner and 
DATCP (Attachment 6).  

• AEA acreage approved for tax credit must comply with county run-off 
conservation practices as per the county land conservation dept. and 
have a viable nutrient management plan.  This plan is to be submitted 
annually to the county conservation department.  

• Soil samples must be taken at least every 4 years with one sample per 
each 5-acre plot segment or smaller plot segments (per discretion of the 
landowner). 

• A plan for nutrient management of the subject land must be made each 
year  (Soil & Water Conservation Compliance).  Items to be included in 
the yearly plan are tillage strategy, fertilizer plan, crop rotation & manure 
application). 

• A certified laboratory must be used to analyze the collected soil samples.  
For example see (Attachment 7). 

• A certified person must write the nutrient plan.  Instruction at designated 
locations is provide at various times of the year for individual landowners 
to be certified and, therefore, write there own nutrient plans.   

• Personnel certified in nutrient management can be located/identified via 
businesses that commercially apply fertilizer (e.g. Coops) or other select 
agribusinesses. 
 

 
Larry has completed the tax credit application for the Bentle homestead land.  
The application has been submitted to the county conservation office, they have 
approved and mailed it to DATCP. 

• When the initial application is approved by DATCP, it is returned (Attach 
6).  It must then be notarized and returned to DATCP.  DATCP forwards 
your application to your local conservation office.  This triggers a farm 
visit by the county conservation agent to review the subject land for 
adherence to conservation run-off practices.  Recommendations may be 
made if needed.   The landowner’s nutrient management plan must also 
be reviewed/approved by the county conservation dept.   

• Once all is approved a certificate is sent that approves the tax credit for 
the subject land.  As stated above, a nutrient plan is to be submitted each 
year for basic review.  Further farm visits are not needed to renew the 
tax credit certificate unless extraordinary circumstances arise.      

• The AgPhD website provides a free app for your smart phone or tablet 
(Soil test mobile app) that, with minimal setup, generates a grid map of 

http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Soil_Water_Compliance/index.aspx
http://www.agphdsoiltest.com/
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your farm that shows exactly where to take soil samples.   Walk or drive 
to the location guided by your smart device, take the sample and mark 
the location on the sample bag.  Send the samples into their lab for 
certified analysis.  The cost is approximately $5 per acre if sampling in 5-
acre grids.  AgPhD will send a detailed report to you. 

• NOTE:  Local government zoning of a specified land area as a “Certified 
Farm Land Preservation Zoning District” together with the subject land 
also lying with an approved AEA allows farm landowners to qualify for 
increased tax credits (Claiming tax credits; forms and FAQs).  Specific 
zoning action by local government is required to officially create/zone 
land with this designation. 

 
 

4. New Business: 
a. Committee membership - reaffirm. 

• We would like to add some new members to increase overall 
representation and committee effectiveness.  It was agreed to 
contact AEA participants/producers to see if they would like to 
serve on our committee.  It was also suggested to consider a Fox 
Valley Technical School representative and will discuss this 
further at a future meeting.     

 
b. Land Stewardship Strategy Document – review 

• Eric Fowle discussed on a high level various parts of our Land 
Stewardship Strategy Document with as to where we are and does 
it still apply.  Specifically we should review p. 9, which is our 
proposed implementation plan dated December 2011.  It was 
decided all committee members should make notes in the strategy 
document to see where we are.  Send thoughts back to Eric and 
when we meet in the fall (Nov/Dec) review the document in detail. 

 
c. Fox Cities Regional Partnership – discussion with AEA landowners. 

• Fox Cities Regional Partnership (FCRP) is an organization that may 
be able to support farm owners and possibly open up new 
opportunities.  Dave Tebo will contact Rob Peterson of RCRP to see 
if he could attend our 26 April meeting.  Dave will also contact the 
Steinacker’s to see if they are interested in attending.    

 
d. Discussion:  Long-term agreements; how to proceed – Jim Resick 

• Long-term agreements were discussed.  It was agreed that Jim 
would contact Doug Benke, a farm owner and also Waupaca 
County Town Chairman, who is knowledgeable in such 
agreements to see if he could attend a meeting in June.  20 June 
would be our first choice.  At our April scheduled meeting on 26 
April we can firm up the 20 June date. 

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/faqs/ise/farm.html
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e. Discussion:  Information provided by Coreen Fallat 

• We did not have time to discuss this agenda item and was 
postponed for a future meeting.   

 
To Do: 

• Larry Bentle to contact some AEA participants for possible committee 
membership. 

• Jim Resick to contact Doug Benke to see if he can attend a June meeting and 
present on long-term agricultural agreements. 

• Dave Tebo to contact Rob Peterson to determine if he can attend our 26 
April meeting.  Also see if a member of the Steinacker family can attend.   

 
Our meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.  Pete made the motion and Larry seconded 
it.   
 

Our next meeting is on 26 April at 5:00 pm. 
 

Attachment 1 
Attachment 2 
Attachment 3 
Attachment 4 
Attachment 5 
Attachment 6 
Attachment 7 
 


















































	20160321_DraftMinutes
	Attachment 1
	Attachment 2
	Attachment 3
	Attachment 4
	Attachment 5
	Attachment 6
	Attachment 7

