Why A Greenbelt?

What is a Greenbelt you ask? Simply defined, a Greenbelt is a strip of mostly undeveloped land around an urban area
that contains parks, farms, and natural areas. For Greenville, this envisioned Greenbelt generally extends across the
western and southern one-thirds of the Town and across some 10,088 total acres of land (15.76 square miles), most of
which is some distance from the current extent of urban development.

Greenville’s Greenbelt holds much of the community’s heritage, as well as valuable agricultural lands and natural
resource features important to the environmental quality of the Town and its residents. These areas were strongly
supported by the community in previous planning projects for stronger consideration of long-term protection, while
allowing well-planned urban development to continue in the eastern and northern one-thirds of the Town.

The Greenville Greenbelt Initiative is a focused effort by
the newly formed (2011) Greenville Land Stewardship
Committee to build awareness and education on the
long-term conservation and land protection needs in the
western and southern one-thirds of the Town (see map
below). The Greenbelt is an effort to re-connect urban
and rural residents with the natural systems and
agricultural heritage of the Town’s most rural
environments. This initiative is designed to work in
harmony with both farm and non-farm residents, as well
as the varied uses of land that currently exist within the
Greenbelt. From a practical standpoint, the Greenbelt
has many benefits for the people of the Town of
Greenville.

The Greenville Greenbelt:

Harbors a significant amount of economic activity which benefits all Town residents. For example, the many working
farms generate jobs, allow ag businesses like Riesterer & Schnell to prosper and support local agricultural cooperatives;
Allows for a contiguous habitat network for wild plants, animals and wildlife;

Functions as a filter for rainwater which recharges the local aquifer system and protects drinking water supplies and
aquatic habitat;

Improves air quality within the community through natural processes provided by the existing vegetation;

Provides areas for walking and biking, thereby contributing positively to the health of our community. Furthermore, it
ensures that residents in the urban portion of the Town have access to countryside, along with educational and
recreational opportunities; Ly

Protects the unique character and heritage of this rural environment that might otherwise be absorbed by expansive
rural residential development, a“nd;

Focuses efforts on better use of the lands that are identified for future urban development within the Town.
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